
OH CANADA.
reflections on my reconciliation

My name is Andrea. I’m a mother, a sister, an auntie, a friend, a community

member, a mobilizer, an ally and an advocate 

(and a painter, when time allows). 

I’ve never done a show centralized around  landscapes before. While I

appreciate the majesty, and the "stop-you-in-your-tracks" beauty of our

environment, it wasn’t a subject matter that I thought would capture my

imagination or my attention for too long in an art practice kind of way.

But, here we are, 2017. As a nation,  we are supposed to wave flags , have bbqs

and celebrate our sesquicentennial with cake and fireworks. But I just can’t

bring myself to RSVP to the party. Celebrating the systematic cultural

genocide of our First Nations, Metis and Inuit People doesn’t work for me.

But as a white person, as a non-idigenous person, as a settler, and more so

as an ally, I needed to step back and try to figure out my place in making

this better – or at least less bad.  Hopefully there is a more sustainable way

for future generations to honour all ways, territories, and traditions.

 If not for me, for my kids.  

My reconciliation begins with our environment, our land. As the nation’s

founders saw the beauty of the Rocky Mountains, they also saw fat bank

accounts, that turned into enormous castle-like hotels and a railroad that

made them possible to get to, a vacation hot spot for those that had the

means. Historically, The First Nations People used some of the most

incredible spaces found on our planet, that happen to be in our own

backyard as places of reverence, to seek out visions that would provide the

path Creator revealed on these journeys.

As Canadians, whatever shape that takes, however that identity is formed or

revealed, we need to look to the people that were here first, and with

respect and gratitude, appreciate the teachings, the ways, the life that

existed for millenia prior to conflict. 

Prior to us. 

We have so much learning to do.

Thank you. Merci. Hiy Hiy. Miigwetch.
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OH CANADA
reflections on my reconciliation

PRICE LIST

Three Sisters, 

Canmore Alberta

Tonquin Valley, 

Jasper National Park

Moraine Lake, 

Bannf National Park

Mout Girourard, 

Banff National Park

Test Piece

Thank you. Merci. Hiy Hiy. Miigwetch.
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email: andrea.dilli@gmail.com

phone/text: (403)598-8489


